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NASSER. OF EGYPT

_even those who didn’t know Arabic began to notice that a
great many things had to be referred to al Bikbashi (the lieu-
tenant colonel). Who was al Bikbashi? Was this a mysterious
power behind the throne? Was someone other than Nagib the
real strong man of Egypt? Nagib himself answered this ques-
tion with remarkable frankness to two correspondents within
weeks after the coup.

“If you want to talk to the real power in our movement, I
suggest you go to Abbasia Barracks and see al Bikbashi,”
Nagib said. :

Nagib’s press secretary, Captain Riad Sam1 took the two
newsmen to Abbasia, a suburb on the edge of Cairo. Inside the
army compound, they found a big man snoring on an army
cot. He was in his underwear, perspiring heavily, his unbut-
toned undershirt revealing a hairy chest. Captain Sami shook
him roughly.

“Gamal, wake upl You have visitors!”

Gamal Abdel Nasser awoke, rubbed his eyes, sat up on the
cot, and began his first interview with the Western press. Six
hours later, the big man was still talking. His topic? The Phi-
losophy of the Egyptian Revolution.

That interview didn’t make much of an impact on thc press
of the world. Editors had been so heavily deluged by stories
on Nagib that they simply could not believe he was not the
boss of Egypt. It was still many months before the world be-
came “Nasser conscious.” When Nagib took the center of the
stage, al Bikbashi always sat a few rows back, still unknown
even to the Egyptian people.

This role behind the scenes was highly acceptable to the big
man from Beni Mer. I am convmced he would have preferred
remaining the man behind the scenes, He has never been at
ease in the center of the stage, in the glare of the spodight. His
talents are far better suited for quict conspiring than for foot-
light dramatics. This quality accounts for Nasser’s often being
referred to as “the reluctant dictator.” '
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